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A Study on the Selection Criteria of National Important Wetlands
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The purpose of the study was to explore the selection criteria of national
important wetlands and to develop a hierarchical framework of selection
criteria with relative weights. The secondary purpose of the study was to
analyze the weight difference of the selection criteria between groups with
different backgrounds.

Based on the selection criteria of national important wetlands constructed by
Ministry of the Interior in 2007 and 2009, a hierarchical framework of the
selection criteria was established by reviewing the findings of the relevant
researches. After carrying out a two-round Delphi survey, the selection
criteria of the study were extracted. Finally, an Analytic Hierarchy Process
(AHP) questionnaire was developed and distributed to experts of teaching
research institutes, public organizations and NGO organizations, and 28
valid questionnaires were collected.

The conclusions of the study are as follows:

1. On the whole, the ecology aspect 1S more emphasized than the society
aspect by the experts, and the relative weights are 77.9% and 22.1%
respectively.

2. The opinion of the experts shows a consistency in the first four
selection criteria of national important wetlands but differs in the other
criteria. The first four criteria are the completeness of ecosystem, the
effective maintenance of nature ecology functions, the symbolized status of
the nature ecological environment and the significance of the nature
environment.

According to the conclusions of the study, suggestions are made as a
reference for the selection of national important wetlands in the future.



