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1     Jill, Mary, and Angela sat around Mary's kitchen table and stared at each other.
 
2     "What are we going to do?" Mary asked.
 
3     "I don't know," said Jill. "What do you think, Angela?"
 
4     "Well, my dad always says when you have a project to do, you should brainstorm."
 
5     Mary wrinkled her nose up. "Brainstorm? That sounds like hard work. When Miss Stacy gave us this project, I thought it would be fun. Now I'm not so sure."
 
6     "Well, we have to come up with something," said Angela. "Brainstorming isn't hard work; it's really fun."
 
7     "What do you have to do to brainstorm?" asked Jill.
 
8     "Well, one person takes notes, and everyone calls out ideas," began Angela. "Then we look over the ideas and pick the best ones."
 
9     "That doesn't seem too hard," said Mary. "I'll take notes."
 
10     Mary spoke out loud as she wrote a title on the page, "Ideas to help our library for Library Lovers Month. O.K., I'm ready, start calling out ideas."
 
11     Angela and Jill looked at each other and laughed. "Give us a few seconds to think! You know, you can write down things you think of, too," said Angela.
 
12     "Really?" said Mary. "O.K., how about having a bake sale to raise money?"
 
13     "That's a good start," said Jill. "We could go to the librarian and ask her if there are any books she wants to add to the library."
 
14     "How about a used book sale?" Angela asked. "Or, we could volunteer to work at the library."
 
15     Mary scribbled furiously, "How about reading to the little kids during story hour on Saturday mornings?"
 
16     Idea after idea came to the girls. An hour later, they had filled the paper.
 
17     "We can't do all of this!" said Mary.
 
18     Angela took the list from Mary. "You're right, we can't. Now we have to look at it and be realistic."
 
19     "I have a lot of chores on Saturdays," said Jill. "I wouldn't be able to be at the library every week."
 
20     "Yeah, I have chores and homework," said Mary. "You can cross me off for that idea."
 
21     Angela looked thoughtful, "I like the idea of buying the library a magazine subscription."
 
22     "That's too easy," said Jill.
 
23     Mary took the list back from Angela. "Well, there are two ideas on this list that I like. One is a bake sale, and the other is a book sale."
 
24     "Yeah, I like those, too," said Jill.
 
25     Angela stretched and yawned. "Let's talk to Miss Stacy tomorrow. I'm tired. I think I'll go home now." Angela got up to leave, followed by Jill.
 
26     Later the next day, the girls met with Miss Stacy. She looked over the list and the ideas the girls had decided on. "Hmmm, this looks good. I think a bake sale is a great idea. Now you need to plan one."
 
27     "Valentine's Day is coming up. We could sell baked goods wrapped up all pretty for people to give as gifts," said Angela.
 
28     "What a great idea!" said Mary.
 
29     "You should probably hold the sale the day before Valentine's Day. Now, where are you going to get the baked goods to sell?" asked Miss Stacy.
 
30     "We could put flyers on the bulletin board asking for donations," Jill answered.
 
31     "I know my mom will bake something. She makes great chocolate fudge cookies," said Angela.
 
32     Miss Stacy smiled, "I'll make something, too."
 
33     "Thanks, Miss Stacy! We'll get together and make up the flyers this weekend," said Mary, looking to her friends.
 
34     Jill and Angela agreed.
 
35     "Then it seems you're all set," said Miss Stacy. "I'll see you on Monday."
 
36     "Great!" said Angela.
 
37     On Monday, the girls hung the flyers all over the school. They were a great success. The girls couldn't believe all the beautifully packaged donations of cookies, brownies, pies, and candies they received. On the day before Valentine's Day, they held the bake sale before and after school, during lunch, and at recess. Everything was sold. Angela's eyes were wide with excitement as they finished counting the proceeds, "One Hundred and Eight Five Dollars!"
 
38     "Wow," said Jill. "That will buy a lot of books!"
 
39     "Yes, it will," said Miss Stacy. "Would you like to bring the check to the library this afternoon?"
 
40     "That would be great," said Mary.
 
41     Miss Stacy got up to leave, "I'll go get one written up, then we can walk it down together."
 
42     At the library, the girls presented the check to the librarian. Miss Stacy took their picture for the school newspaper.
 
43     "We will be able to purchase some wonderful books with this money. Thank you for your hard work, girls."
 
44     "It was fun," said Angela.
 
45     A few weeks later, Jill, Angela, and Mary stopped by the library. The librarian called them into her office and handed them a book. "I just wanted to show you one of the books we bought with the bake sale proceeds."
 
46     Mary took the book and opened the front cover. Inside was a bookplate with the words, "Presented to the library by Jill, Angela, and Mary to celebrate Library Lovers' Month."
 
47     "Cool!" said Jill.
 
48     Angela and Mary smiled. "Thanks!"
 
49     The librarian smiled back. "Thank you!"
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1     February is National Bird Feeding Month. While many birds in North America migrate south for the winter, some stay put. Those birds have to survive on a reduced food supply. We can help them by putting up bird feeders. We can create a sanctuary for our feathered friends.
 
2     There are five ways you can attract birds to your area and help them survive. 

	
1. Provide a place for them to eat, drink, and bathe.

2. Fill feeders with the kind of birdseed or nectar that birds in your area like to eat.

3. Keep the feeder clean. Would you like to eat off dirty dishes and drink out of grimy cups? Of course not! Birds don't like a mess either.

4. Keep poisons away from bird feeders and bird baths. This would include bug killers and weed killers. If it's bad for you, then it's bad for animals as well.

5. Decorate windows to keep birds from flying into them. Window clings, suncatchers, and decals can help birds to steer away from windows instead of trying to fly through them.



 
3     Perhaps you wonder what kind of food to leave out for the birds. What's the best food for birds? It's the food that they like the most! Different species like different foods. Some birds enjoy a juicy mealworm. Others gobble up sunflower seeds. Still others look for berries. Hummingbirds need nectar. Do you know what the birds that live around you like to eat? If not, you can do an experiment. Find out which food the birds like best by leaving several different kinds of food on a raised surface. Watch out a window to see what the birds eat. Don't include your own leftover food. Table scraps may attract unwanted pests such as rodents and stinging insects!
 
4     Feeding wild birds can lead to another hobby, and that is bird-watching! You may discover more species of birds living in your area than you expected. Their cheery songs may brighten your days. Birds are good for our environment. Where is the nearest sanctuary? It may be in a local park, or it may be in your own backyard!
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1     When John Glenn was a young man, he didn't plan on a career in space flight. Glenn was interested in a career in the military, and in aviation in particular. When he entered the Naval Aviation Cadet Program in 1942, he had no way of knowing that this would be the first step on his path to outer space.
 
2     Glenn's training in the cadet program prepared him to be a fighter pilot in World War II. Altogether he flew 59 combat missions in that war. After the war, Glenn became a flight training instructor, teaching young men who wanted to become pilots how to fly for the military. Then, in the Korean War, Glenn again flew combat missions as part of a marine fighter squadron. This time he flew a total of 63 missions.
 
3     Next, Glenn entered Test Pilot School. He was interested in the field of aircraft design. He also continued to fly. In fact, in 1957 John Glenn set a new speed record as he flew across the continent from Los Angeles to New York.
 
4     Glenn's career had been changing all along. As soon as he finished one job, he always looked for a new area to move into. But, in 1959 his career suddenly took off in an exciting new direction. NASA, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, chose Glenn to be part of a group of men who would train to be astronauts for the Mercury missions.
 
5     NASA had a space mission scheduled for 1962, and it chose John Glenn to be the astronaut. This mission, Mercury 6, would be a history-making mission, because the Mercury 6 astronaut would be the first American to orbit the earth in space.
 
6     This Mercury mission had simple but important objectives: to put a man in orbit, to observe his reactions to being in space, and to return him safely to earth.
 
7     The Mercury 6 spacecraft, named Friendship 7, was carefully designed to help Glenn, and the astronauts on the ground at Kennedy Space Center, meet these objectives. The spacecraft had to protect Glenn from the tremendous heat and the acceleration forces that would occur as the spacecraft was launched and also as it reentered the earth's atmosphere. It was designed to allow the astronaut inside to take over some of the controls. The body of the capsule would hold the astronaut himself, the life support system, and the spaceship's electrical system. The blunt end of the capsule was where the very important heat shield was located. At the opposite end were the parachutes that would be used on reentry. A modified Atlas rocket would boost Mercury 6 into space.
 
8     The spacecraft was ready. So was Glenn.
 
9     The countdown began at T - 390 minutes. At 6:06 in the morning, on February 20, Glenn boarded the spacecraft. There were a few minor delays to make last minute adjustments, but then the countdown continued. Finally they were down to the last few seconds before liftoff. Five, four, three, two, one -- Glenn was blasted into orbit. His successful flight orbited the earth three times. It reached a maximum altitude of 162 miles, and a maximum speed of 17,500 miles per hour. When it was time to reenter the earth's atmosphere, the astronauts had a scare. They thought that the heat shield was coming loose. Glenn saw chunks of material that might be part of the heat shield flying by the window of the capsule. In the final minutes of the flight, everyone was nervously waiting to see if he would be able to return home safely. They were all relieved to see the Mercury 6 capsule splash down in the Atlantic Ocean. After four hours and 55 minutes in space, John Glenn was home. Seventeen minutes after splashdown, the capsule was picked up by a US destroyer. After it was brought aboard ship, Glenn stepped out. He had returned safely!
 
10     John Glenn was a hero. His career had taken him into earth orbit and back.
 
11     However, Glenn didn't stop there. His popularity as a space hero helped him get elected to the US Senate. There the story of John Glenn began a new chapter.
